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Consul General Karl Van den Bossche is leaving Mumbai 

Dear fellow Belgians and friends of Belgium in India, 

“Time flies when you’re having fun!”. It is a remarkable 
description of how I feel after almost 4 years. Yet, time has 
come to move on. 

We all feel the sizzling heat, hear the deafening noise and 
smell the penetrating stench at times. Yet the picture that I got 
of India is one of admiration: about the stamina and optimism 
the population cherishes, to make a better future for their 
children, the phenomenal capacity to “jugaad”, or else the 
vision and courage many of the business community 
demonstrate every day again. It’s what makes India a place to 

discover, and understand – or at least try to get the feeling of what this country is capable 
of. Our Belgian community and companies, that accept the challenge, are reaping the 
benefits of their decisions. At times it takes time, but what doesn’t here? 

The other way around, numerous Indian tourists and business people have discovered 
Belgium – and some are there to stay and contribute with serious investments to the 
Belgian economy in their turn. When I arrived, the Belgian cartoon character Tintin was 
playing in the movies. A while ago, “PK” featured the best parts of Bruges in Belgium. 
Many of our Indian friends have already attended the “Tomorrowland” festival – tickets are 
sold out in less than 30 minutes! Belgium is truly on the mind map in India. 

In these years, I have been blessed with a great team of motivated and efficient people at 
the Consulate General. Many of you have been in touch with my visa section, the 
commercial counsellors, my deputies and / or me. We all try to deliver, every time again, 
the best possible service. We take pride in that. 

I move back to Brussels and into a new role at the European Parliament. I will make sure 
our fellow Europeans understand India better. And who knows? “I’ll be back” – the 
message is not owned by Arnold Schwarzenegger  Meanwhile, I wish the very best to my 
successor. 

Thank you for 4 incredible years! 

Karl Van den Bossche 
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HIGHLIGHTS 
 
Commemorat ion of the 
Centenary of the First World 
War  

From 1914 to 1918, the world 
witnessed its first war involving 
powers from all over the world. 
What started off as a conflict that 
would "be over in a matter of 
weeks, maybe months" wound up 
to be the most murderous war the 
world had known, due to the 
advance of industrial warfare: for 
the first time machine guns, 
planes, war ships and sub-
marines were widely used.  

The invasion of neutral Belgium 
by Germany prompted the United 
Kingdom to get involved in the war. Soon British Imperial troops, including from India, were sent to 
the main theatres of war, one of them being the Western Front in Belgium and France.  

On 22 April 1915, the German forces used toxic gas - another infamous 'first' of the Great War - 
against French and Senegalese troops. A few days later, the same gases were used against the 
Indian sepoys that had been sent to breach the gaps on the frontline. 

To commemorate this tragic occurence, and pay hommage to the Indian troops that fought on 
Belgian soil to defend Belgium's territorial integrity, the Embassy of Belgium and the United Service 
Institution of India set up a joint seminar on 24 April: "100 years of the use of gas during warfare". 

To give substance to this event - rooted in history but also tragically contemporary - experts from 
the USI, the Belgian army, the In Flanders Fields museum in Ypres and from Indian think-tanks and 

the ICRC gave interesting lectures 
about their respective fields of 
expertise. This succesful event was 
attended by members of the press. An 
interesting article was published in the 
Times of India. 

Later that day a reception was held for 
the descendants of the Indian troops 
that had fought in Belgium, as well as 
representatives of the Indian army and 
various Indian official organisations. A 
joint exhibition was presented on that 
occasion.  

More info: 
- http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/This-Anzac-Day-was-for-Indians/articleshow/
47055863.cms  
- https://www.facebook.com/embassybelgiumdelhi/posts/798927983535865  
- http://www.inflandersfields.be  
- http://www.mil.be/nl/eenheden/dovo 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Belgium helps Nepal in the aftermath of a terrible earthquake 
April 25, 2015 an earthquake with a magnitude of 7.8Mw struck Nepal. More than 8,000 people 
were killed and more than 18.000 wounded. 10% of the houses in Nepal are destroyed or 
damaged, and the Nepalese UNESCO world heritage sites are heavily touched. NASA has 
recorded more than 3.000 landslides so far. Landslides generated avalanches, for example on the 
Mount Everest, turning April 25, 2015 into the deadliest day on the Mount Everest in history. 
  
Our immediate reaction 

  

On April 28, 2015 an airplane 
from the Belgian Ministry of 
Defense, transporting the B-Fast 
team, landed at Kathmandu 
airport. 
  

The B-Fast team was composed 
of 43 people, including 
firefighters and members of civil 
protection, military and a 
medical staff. The aircraft also 
carried 10 tons of equipment, 
including tents, food and 
medical supplies for the people 
of Nepal, next to communication 
equipment and tools that 
facilitated the research activities. 

The aircraft returned to Belgium to evacuate our citizens and landed in Melsbroek on April 30, 2015 
with 127 persons on board. Among the different nationalities, there were 44 Belgians, 42 Dutch, 16 
Germans and 12 French. Many journalists and relatives were present to greet them at their arrival 
at the airport. 

The Embassy of Belgium in New Delhi and the Honorary Consulate of Belgium in Kathmandu have 
put in great efforts to locate all Belgians in Nepal and assist them in any way necessary. 

For your information, the contact details of the Honorary Consulate of Belgium in Nepal are 
  
     Bhagawan Bahal, P. O. Box 3022 (better known as Astrek Climbing Wall in Thamel) 
     Tel       Fixed Line       +977 (1) 44 32 867 
                 Fixed Line       +977 (1) 44 18 922 
                 Mobile              +977 (1) 44 20 604 
     Fax +977 (1) 44 10 330 
     Email info@diplobelnepal.org  

Humanitarian aid 
Belgium is contributing to the humanitarian aid through the Central Emergency Response Fund of 
the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) of the United Nations. The Central 
Emergency Response Fund has contributed 35 million € for humanitarian aid in a response to the 
crisis in Nepal. 

Belgium is also continuing its support to 
several non-governmental organisations in 
Nepal, for a total budget of 1,7 million € 
between 2014 and 2016. 

12-12, a consortium of Belgian non-
governmental organisations, such as Oxfam, 
Plan International, Caritas International, has 
launched a national call for donations in 
Belgium. Donations can be made to BE19 
0000 0000 1212 (tax deductible from 40 €).  

http://www.1212.be/ 
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Dr. Jean-Pascal van Ypersele, Vice-Chair of the IPCC, visited India and Bhutan 

Professor van Ypersele and Mr. Ugyen Tshewang, Secretary, National Environment Commission Bhutan

From April 12 to April 16, Professor Dr. Jean-Pascale van Ypersele, current Vice-Chairman of the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) and official Belgian candidate for the IPCC 
Chairmanship visited India and Bhutan to present his candidature.     

The IPCC is the leading international body for the assessment of climate change, established by 
the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the World Meteorological Organization 
(WMO) in 1988 to provide the world with a clear scientific view on the current state of knowledge in 
climate change and its potential environmental and socio-economic impacts.  It reviews and 
assesses the most recent scientific, technical and socio-economic information produced worldwide 
relevant to the understanding of climate change.

Professor van Ypersele presented his candidature to the competent authorities in India and Bhutan. 
He met, among others, with H.E. P. Javadekar, Minister of Environment, Forests and Climate 
Change and Mr. Ugyen Tshewang, Secretary, National Environment Commission Bhutan. 

More info: http://blogs.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/the-interviews-blog/climate-change-not-only-
policy-issue-but-climate-confusers-losing-ground-completely-jean-pascal-van-ypersele/

 

To get regular updates about Belgium in India, follow us on Facebook 

Since September 2013, the activities of the Belgian diplomatic postings in India can be followed on 
a dedicated Facebook-page. Our 1000th follower joined the page last winter! Today, some 1400 
friends of the Embassy and Consulates of Belgium in 
India have chosen to stay informed of our latest 
activities, projects and offers on their Facebook-
newsfeed.  

You too can join us on Facebook: just click and like 
https://www.facebook.com/embassybelgiumdelhi  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BELGIAN DIPLOMATIC NETWORK IN INDIA 

Sebastian Indian Social Projects (SISP) in Kovalam, Kerala 
On 27 April, the Consul General of Belgium in Chennai and the First Secretary, Trade & Invest, of 

Brussels Invest & Export, 
Mrs. Fruithof, visited SISP 
(Sebastian Indian Social 
Projects) in Kerala. 

SISP was founded by Paul 
Van Gelder and Werner 
Fynaerts.  They used to be 
the managers of a Bed & 
Breakfast in Mechelen that 
was called Sebastian.  
During a trip to India in 
1996, they were confronted 
with the difficult lives of 
many children that were 
unable to go to school due 
to hardship in the family, or 
because they had to work. 

To remedy that situation, 
Paul and Werner started an 

NGO to host these school drop-outs. The initiative appears to be successful, as some fifty children 
now receive special education in SISP. The ultimate goal is that these children can join a normal 
school again. 

To give the children extra motivation, SISP came with a unique concept: the creation of a surfing 
and skating club for their pupils. Only those attending classes during the week may go surfing and 
skating after school hours:  No 
school, no surfing ! No school, no 
skating ! 

The activities of SISP are gradually 
expanding into other domains: SISP 
is now assisting 300 below-poverty-
line (BPL) families -through financial, 
nutritional and healthcare support. 
Sebastian Indian Social Projects 
also favours specific programmes for 
women, and helps single mothers 
and unemployed youths find a job. 

To help with these objectives, SISP 
set up a Social Employment 
Program that includes several units 
where craft products are made with 
materials such as coconuts, paper, 
cardboard and textile. 

www.sisp.in  
www.sisp.be  
www.kovalamsurfclub.com  
www.facebook.com/friendsofsisp - www.facebook.com/SISPKovalamSkateClub  
www.facebook.com/kovalamsurfclub 
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Ambassador Jan Luykx spoke at the PHD Multimodal Transportation Conclave 

The Ambassador of Belgium gave the key note address at the ‘Multimodal Transportation 
Conclave’ organized by the PHD Chamber of Commerce. The address highlighted the growing 
importance of multimodal transportation especially in issues pertaining to sustainability and cost 
effectiveness. Focus was also placed on Belgium being a pioneer in the industry and the role 
played by Belgian ports and other economic actors, in promulgating the concept of multimodality 

More info: 
- http://www.business-standard.com/article/news-cm/consortium-on-cards-to-part-finance-inland-
waterways-iwai-115052201437_1.html 
- http://www.capitalmarket.com/cmedit/story12-44.asp?SNo=776800  
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You say Hello, I say Goodbye… 

Mrs. Cécile Thoen, Consul of Belgium in Delhi leaves for 
Manilla 

Head of Chancery & Consul Mrs. Thoen will indeed be packing 
soon to reach this summer her new posting in the Philippines. In 
charge of Consular and Administrative affairs not only in the 
Indian capital but also for the 5 others countries of the 
jurisdiction (Nepal, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Bhutan and 
Maldives), she says she will remember her assignation here as 
the most challenging yet rewarding one of her career. She will be 
replaced in August by Mr. Marc Mouton coming from Ottawa. 

 

Meet Mrs. Babette Desfossez, our new Customs Attaché 

Mrs. Babette Desfossez is a Belgian customs officer posted as 
attaché for customs matters at the Embassy. She was appointed in 
November 2014 and is replacing Mr. Werner Vandercruyssen who 
was the customs attaché since 2008. She is the point of contact for 
private companies wishing to do business in Europe through Belgium 
and who have queries regarding customs procedures in Europe or 
who want to know in which manner the customs department can 
facilitate their business. 

Belgian companies wishing to do business in India can contact her for 
general information on customs and phytosanitary procedures in India 
as well as for providing them with a point of contact in the 
administration in India for all customs related queries.  

She can be contacted by e-mail on babe$e.desfossez@minfin.fed.be  

More info: http://fiscus.fgov.be/interfdanl/nl/site/customs_english.htm  

Mrs. Magda Los, Regional Accountant, and Ms. Anne-Marie Van Iseghem are leaving  

Both will soon be posted respectively in Amman and Baku.  
We wish them the best of luck ! 
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When Alexis replaces Jos, as Trade and Investment Commissioner in New Delhi. 

 
Mr. Alexis Bossuyt - pictured left - is posted as Trade and 
Investment Commissioner for commercial and invest related 
matters and replaced since mid-May, 2015 Mr. Jos De Clercq - 
pictured hereunder -, who had been the Trade and Investment 
Commissioner since 2011.  He was appointed end of December, 
2014 after being posted for almost six years in Chile and Peru.  
He is the point of contact for private companies wishing to set up 
their business in Europe through Belgium – Flanders and who 
have queries regarding ways to set up a business in Flanders, 
corporate structures, incentives & subsidies in Flanders or who 
want to know in which manner Flanders Investment and Trade 
can facilitate their business using Belgium – Flanders as their 
Gateway to Europe.  

“Flanders” is the Dutch speaking region in the Northern part of Belgium and “Flanders 
Investment and Trade (FIT)”, is the official agency of the 
“Government of Flanders” with a network spanning 5 
continents and having over 75 offices worldwide.  It acts as a 
single point of access to promote sustainable international 
business in the interest of both Flanders based companies and 
overseas enterprises.  Flemish companies wishing to do 
business in northern India, Sri Lanka, Nepal, Bhutan, 
Bangladesh, and Maldives can contact him for specific market 
information, potential supply chains for their products on the 
Indian market as well as for providing them with a point of 
contact in the administration in India for all trade regulation 
related queries. 

He can be contacted by e-mail on newdelhi@fitagency.com 

More info: www.investinflanders.be/en/ 
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In Mumbai, Deputy Eduard van Kleunen and visa agent Joséphine Nirwonagize are 
also leaving… 

The Consul General is not the only one leaving. In 
Mumbai, also his deputy Eduard van Kleunen will 
leave beginning of August after 4 years for a new 
posting at the Embassy in Beijing. He will be joined 
by a familiar face, as visa officer Joséphine 
Nirwonagize will also leave Mumbai end of July to go 
to Beijing. We thank all of them for their work and 
wish them all the best with their new adventures!  

Marc Alsteens celebrated for 25 years of service 

Marc Alsteens, known to many of you and pillar of the Consulate General in Mumbai, has 
completed 25 years of service. During all these years he has worked relentlessly at the 
service of the Consulate General and of the Belgian community, be it by issuing passports, 
giving advice regarding Belgian and Indian administrative issues or just by a warm chat. 
He was celebrated by the entire team of the Consulate General in Mumbai, and conferred 
a well-deserved royal distinction. If this were not enough, the celebration happily coincided 
with his birthday as well!  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BUSINESS NEWS  
Belgian companies and institutions at the Smart Cities 2015 conference in Delhi 

Belgian companies Tractebel VITO, Finibis and Research & Innovation Management	  Services were 
present at the European Pavilion of the Smart Cities 2015 Conference at Pragati	  Maidan. Barco 
had a dedicated stand at the Conference. 

More information: 
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/vito-valluri-tech-to-partner-on-smart-cities/
article7224384.ece 
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Belgium as a gateway to Europe for Indian exports: distribution centres & warehousing in 
the Port of Brussels 

The Port of Brussels (PoB) is accessible in the outer port 24/7. Its waterway gauge is classified as 
VIb in the European waterway classification. This statute is really exceptional in comparison with 
other inland Ports (accessible only week and day) and has to be seen as an opportunity. PoB is 
also directly linked with Antwerp with its daily containerized shuttle's barge. Moreover, an 
agreement has been signed between Antwerp and PoB for developing the hinterland connections. 
As part of Antwerp hinterland and thanks to its multimodal infrastructure, the Port of Brussels is an 
“extended gateway” for Indian exporters who want to reach Brussels and North West European 
markets. 

Moreover, the central position of the Port of Brussels on North European road network and its 
space for warehousing and distribution centres would also be an opportunity for Indian investors 
and exporters to settle them in Brussels Region.  Indeed, PoB also disposes of international 
services such as custom and dedicated custom storage allowing companies to avoid “clearance” 
goods before they leave the “dedicated storage space” and really enter Belgian/Shengen territory. 

For more information: 
- http://www.portdebruxelles.be/en/ 
- http://www.bruplus.irisnet.be/en/content/20-years-port-policy-brussels  
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Belgium looks beyond diamonds, ventures into the Indian fruit market 

The ‘Joly Red’ apples and the ‘Conference’ pears’ - two new varieties of fruits grown and cultivated in 
Belgium - were recently launched in India, for the enjoyment of Indian consumers. This was made possible 
thanks to a joint-venture between India’s leading importer of fresh fruits, Yupaa Group, and Belgium’s largest 
cooperative for fruit growers, Belgische Fruitveiling (BFV). 
Launched in the presence of Mr. Karl Van Den Bossche, Consul General of Belgium in Mumbai, Mr. Jurgen 
Maerschand, Trade and Investment Commissioner of Flanders Investment & Trade and executive chef 
Kelvin Cheung (Ellipsis restaurant), the new varieties of naturally grown apples and pears - with full 
traceability (food safety) - were introduced during a press conference in Mumbai. 
Initially targeting all metro cities across the nation, before moving on to tier ll and tier lll cities, Yupaa 
forecasts sales of about 1000 tonnes for the ‘Joly Reds’ and 100 tonnes for the ‘Conference Pears’ in its first 
fiscal year. The fruits will be available at an introductory retail price of Rs.160 to Rs.180 per Kg at leading 
retail stores and street vendors across the country. The ‘Joly Red’ and ‘Conference Pear’ will be promoted 
and sold under the brand ‘TRUVAL’ meaning, ‘True Value’. 
More info: http://www.fruitnet.com/eurofruit/article/163293/india-welcomes-belgian-topfruit  
 

Busworld exhibition 
 

Photo credits: Motor India online. 

On April 28th-30th, the international Busworld exhibition took place in Mumbai. It brought together all 
stakeholders in the bus and coach industry. And it was not only a purely commercial fair, an important aspect 
is the Busworld Academy, which focuses on knowledge exchange and policy discussions with regard to bus 
transport and mobility. Busworld International is a non-commercial Belgian professional organisation based in 
Kortrijk and headed by Mr. Didier Ramoudt. The exhibition was inaugurated by Shri Diwakar Raute, Hon’ble 
Minister for Transport, Government of Maharashtra, and Mr. Karl Van den Bossche, Consul General.  

More info: http://india.busworld.org/ 
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Solvay Solar Day 

On 13 March, Ambassador Jan 
Luykx - pictured here with pilot 
Bertrand Picard - spoke at 
‘Solvay Solar Day’ marking the 
successful flight of Solar 
Impulse 2 from Abu Dhabi to 
Ahmedabad on a plane fuelled 
solely by solar energy. Belgian 
firm Solvay has provided key 
components to the construction 
of this aircraft. The aircraft and 
the technology that went into its 
success are hallmarks of clean 
energy and sustainable travel 
methods. 

More info: http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2015-03-11/news/60008722_1_solar-
impulse-solar-airplane-andre-borschberg  

 

Umicore opened a new plant near Pune 

On January 22nd, Ambassador Jan Luykx and Consul General Karl Van den Bossche attended the 
official opening of a new plant of Belgian company Umicore in Shirwal near Pune. Construction on 
the Pune plant started in 2013, and it will serve Umicore’s Automotive Catalysts Business Unit. It 
will mainly cater to India’s growing demand of catalysts light duty vehicles (e.g. passenger cars). 
Umicore has presences for automotive catalysts production in all major markets such as Europe, 
US, Canada, China, Japan, Korea, South Africa, Brazil and now India. 

More info: www.umicore.com  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India - EU Business Conclave (ASSOCHAM) 

On 10 April 2015, Ambassador Jan Luykx spoke at the India – EU Business Conclave 
organized by ASSOCHAM. He spoke about the Indo-Belgian trade relations and the 
current macroeconomic scenario prevalent in the country. 

More info: http://www.assocham.org/newsdetail.php?id=4922 
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Opening of a Belgian Chocolate Café in Ludhiana 

Lovers of chocolate, young and old, will be glad to read that a Belgian Chocolate Café recently 
opened its doors in Ludhiana, in the State of Punjab. Local entrepreneurs Harjinder Singh and 
Satinder Singh named the café “Belfrance”, as they offer both Belgian products - like chocolates, 
cakes, chocolate mousse -  and French products, such as macarons, croissants.  

For its chocolate products, the café uses 100% Belgian chocolate from renowned brand Barry 
Callebaut. The café, located in Ludhiana’s Sarabha Nagar Main Market, was officially inaugurated 
on 4 May by Christophe Van Overstraeten, Trade Commissioner for the Wallonia and Brussels 
Regions, who wished the owners all the best in their tasteful project. 

More info : http://www.awex.in/node/300 
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The Indus Entrepreneurs (TiE) on the “Entrepreneurial Opportunities in Sports 
Sector” Event 

On 15 May, Mr. Antoine 
Delcourt (2d from left) -
Counsel lor Economic 
Affairs of the Embassy of 
Belgium in New Delhi - 
took part in the “Learnings 
from Sports Across the 
World”-panel discussion 
organised by TiE. Also 
joining the panel were his 
U S a n d A u s t r a l i a n 
counterparts, as well as 
the - soon to be held in 
India - FIFA U-17 World 
Cup 2017 tournament 
director. Mr. Delcourt 
h ighl ighted Belgium’s 
expe r t i se i n va r i ous 

s p o r t s , s p o r t i n g 
infrastructure and management, thanks to the country’s rich sporting history. 

More info :  
http://delhi.tie.org/event/sports-fitness-sig-entrepreneurial-opportunities-sports-sector/?
instance_id=214  

 

Ambassador Jan Luykx and his team visit HACO and Reynders 

On 5 May, Ambassador Jan Luykx led a delegation to HACO, Haryana, India and held meetings 
with the people of the Manufacturing Department led by Mr. Vikash Verma. HACO is primarily a 
manufacturer and 
dealer of sheet metal 
machinery to the Indian 
market. The delegation 
had a productive 
meeting which focused 
on the future growth of 
HACO  during the 
industrial visit.  

The delegation also 
visited Reynders Label 
Printing in Haryana, the 
firm is involved in the 
production of labels for 
a wide spectrum of 
products and started 
production in 2008. 

More info:  
http://www.reynders.com/timeline/reynders-label-printing-india 
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CULTURAL NEWS  

Mons 2015 – European Capital of Culture 

An event not to be missed this year is surely Mons 2015. Throughout the year, one of the 
two European Capitals of Culture will bustle with artistic events, fashion shows, theatre, 
dance, and musical performances.  

During the year-long “Mons 2015” European Capital of Culture programme, the city of Mons, in the 
South-West of Belgium, expects to receive some two million visitors. With more than 100 events 
planned involving 4,000 Belgian and international artists, the celebration will involve many different 
actors in various plays, concerts, exhibitions – including the international Van Gogh exhibition – as 
well as fashion shows, theatre, dance and musical performances. The event will not be restricted 
solely to Mons, as the city has signed partnership agreements with 17 towns and cities both at 
home and abroad, as well as with 22 culture and tourism institutions.  

The European Capitals of Culture initiative 

A "European Capital of Culture" is a city designated by the European Union for a period of one 
calendar year during which it organizes a series of cultural events with a strong European 
dimension. 

This initiative was developed in 1985. It is designed to highlight the richness and diversity of 
cultures in Europe, celebrate the cultural features Europeans share, increase European citizens’ 
sense of belonging to a common cultural area, and foster the 
contribution of culture to the development of cities. 

For more information on the Mons 2015 events, please visit the 
official website www.mons2015.eu/en 
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Bicentenary of the Battle of Waterloo, Belgium : 18-21 June 2015 

Considered one of the most important battles of modern times, the Battle of Waterloo 
marked the end of 20 years of interminable wars in Europe. To commemorate the 
bicentenary of the battle, the non-profit organization "Bataille de Waterloo 1815" is 
planning an impressive reconstruction from 18 to 21 June, which will feature 5000 re-
enactors, 300 horses and 100 canons. Two different phases of the battle will be entirely re-
enacted. The first re-enactment will highlight the French Attack on the British troops. The 
second re-enactment will showcase the Allied Counterattack. Following his defeat, 
Napoleon fled to Paris, leaving the victors, Wellington and Blücher, to celebrate their 
victory together in the Belle Alliance Farm. 

In addition to the battle re-enactment, the event will also 
foresee a life-size depiction of life in the bivouacs, as it was for 
the troops 200 years ago. Plenty of opportunities will also be 
made available to visitors to explore historical sites around the 
battlefield, which covers an area of 2.500 hectares. Famous 
sites include the Lion’s Mound, the Wellington Museum, 
Napoleon’s last general headquarters, as well as a unique 
circular building providing a panoramic view of the battlefield 
on a 110-metre long and 12-metre high canvas. 

For information about the event and its history, please visit: 
www.waterloo2015.org 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MOSA exhibition “Forms of Devotion” in Delhi 

On 14 April, Ambassador Jan Luykx and Mrs. Raka Singh enjoyed a guided tour of the 
exhibition "Forms of Devotion, The Spiritual in Indian Art" by curator Sushma K Bahl. This 
artistic project initiated by the Museum of Sacred Art (MOSA) in Belgium was hosted by the 
Lalit Kala Akademi, in Delhi, from 18 March till 28 April. 

More information: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-features/tp-metroplus/forms-of-
devotion/article7016714.ece  
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Tagore statue unveiled at India House, Leuven, on 7 May 2015 

A statue of Tagore was unveiled on 7 May at India House, Leuven, in presence of the Ambassador 
of India, and the Ambassador of Bangladesh to Belgium. "Indian Ambassador to Belgium Manjeev 
Singh Puri lauded Tagore as a 'great humanist, a great universalist and great artist […], our 
region’s greatest cultural icon of our times." He pointed out that Tagore composed the national 
anthems of India and Bangladesh and inspired Sri Lanka's. 

India House - linked to the Leuven university (KUL) - was established in 2012 to further strengthen 
the friendship between India and Leuven. Some 800 students from India, Bangladesh and Nepal 
study at the KUL. 

More info: http://bit.ly/1IpjkfC 

If you do not wish to receive our newsletter in the future, or any socio-cultural information from the Embassy 
or the Consulate General, let us know by sending us an e-mail to newdelhi@diplobel.fed.be with as subject 
title “unsubscribe”. 

Ideas, comments, requests? We look forward to your feedback at newdelhi@diplobel.fed.be 
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